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roots grow down from the branches and prop them up; such roots
are known as prop roots. Rhizophora (Figs. 235, 281) has similar
brace and prop roots. Corn has brace roots. These roots grow
out in whorls from the lower nodes and serve to brace the stem
of the plant.

FIG. 239. Aerial adventitious roots of the ivy
Prop roots are conspicuous in many species of the genus Ficus
(Fig. 236), and particularly in the banyan tree. In the latter case
large roots extend down from the larger branches and serve as
secondary trunks. As a result one plant may extend over a con-
siderable area and be supported by a large number of prop roots
which, from the standpoint of function, may be regarded as addi-
tional trunks.